STUDY  GU 


THE  VISUAL  LITERACY  SERIES 

This  film  series  is  intended  to  help  children  explore  the  relation  between  words  and  images.  In  order  to 
describe  what  they  see,  children  need  to  understand  how  visual  images  convey  meaning.  Each  film  in 
the  series  illustrates  this  connection  in  a  different  way. 


I  D  E 


HOW  CAW  CHILDREN  BE  HELPED  TO  DEVELOP  SKILLS  OF  VISUAL  LITERACY? 


If  we  view  a  film,  how  should  we  look  at  it,  or  interpret  its  meaning?  Children  must  look  carefully  at  the 
visuals  presented  in  order  to  determine  those  aspects  of  the  film  which  give  its  message  meaning.  They 
should  notice  the  colors,  the  textures,  the  light  and  the  dark  areas,  the  body  language  or  gestures,  the 
shapes  and  spaces,  the  visual  sequences.  All  of  these  features  contribute  to  the  film’s  meaning  -  the 
feelings,  impressions,  understandings,  ideas  one  gets  from  the  film. 


THE  VISUAL  LITERACY  SERIES  is  designed  specifically  for  this  purpose.  It  will  be  particularly  popular 
with  language  arts  teachers  and  librarians  for  stimulating-. 

•  development  of  children’s  descriptive  language  abilities 

•  children’s  ability  to  recognize  and  interpret  ideas,  attitudes  and  feelings  presented  visually 

•  children’s  ability  to  use  a  variety  of  media  to  express  ideas 

•  creative  methods  of  communication 

•  understanding  of  the  basic  elements  of  a  story 

BODY  TALKING 

“Our  bodies  talk”  is  the  message  of  this  film.  Presented  entirely  in  picture  and  song  it  is  intended  to  in¬ 
spire  and  stimulate  children  to  become  more  aware  of  their  bodies  as  ‘communicators’.  Posture,  gesture 
and  facial  expression  convey  messages;  arms,  hands,  faces,  feet  and  bodies  wave,  shuffle,  laugh  and 
grimace  in  a  range  of  emotions.  The  catchy  tune  (lyrics  are  provided)  tells  the  audience  what  to  look  for 
when  reading  a  person’s  body  language,  and  the  film  will  help  children,  including  the  disabled,  explore 
their  own  ways  of  communicating. 


Suggested  Uses 

•  encourage  children  to  talk  about  and  to  mime  actions,  letting  their  bodies  do  all  the  talking 

•  help  children  identify  possible  meanings  of  different  body  positions  and  gestures 

•  have  children  make  collages  of  body  language  pictures 

•  help  children  make  a  dictionary  of  body  language  using  pictures  and  photos  with  written  descriptions 

•  a  Music  Companion  is  available  from  the  distributor  which  consists  of  sheet  music  for  the  BODY 
TALKING  song  and  a  listening  cassette.  This  can  help  children  learn  and  practice  the  song. 


(over  please) 
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A  SENSE  OF  TOUCH 


Soapsuds,  yellow  bananas,  soft  grass .  .  .  dozens  of  changing  images  show  how  children  respond  to 
touch.  The  audience  uses  powers  of  observation  to  identify  and  compare  a  variety  of  textures,  and  in 
doing  so  learns  to  touch,  smell  and  taste  by  using  their  eyes  and  ears.  The  lesson  is  that  if  we  stretch  the 
use  of  our  senses,  we  can  gain  more  information. 


Suggested  Uses 

•  have  children  collect  objects  with  different  textures  in  order  to  make  a  texture  collage 

•  have  children  make  mystery  touch  and  feel  boxes  to  share  with  other  class  members 

•  have  children  write  a  description  of  touch  sensations  they  have  enjoyed  (or  not  enjoyed) 

•  have  children  draw  or  paint  visual  representations  of  touch  words  in  order  to  visually  communicate 
meaning,  e.g.  sharp,  soft,  hot,  wet,  etc. 

•  talk  about  “onomatopoeia”  and  have  children  think  of  words  that  sound  like  their  meaning  -  crack, 
buzz,  cuckoo,  etc. 

•  starting  with  a  list  of  adjectives  that  describe  touch  or  sensation  like  sharp,  hot,  soft,  wet,  etc.  Have 
children  make  a  list  of  things  that  these  words  describe.  Do  the  reverse. 


SEQUENCE  AND  STORY 


This  film  takes  the  concepts  of  perception  and  communication  a  step  further.  It  shows  how  visual  and 
verbal  elements  are  assembled  into  a  story  and  how  the  order  of  these  elements  affects  the  message. 
Three  youngsters  take  a  collection  of  photographs  that  show  the  sequence  of  a  typical  school  day.  When 
they  rearrange  the  sequence  of  the  photos,  a  different  story  can  be  told.  It’s  a  great  demonstration  of  the 
dynamics  of  story  and  language  that  students  can  perform  on  their  own. 


Suggested  Uses 


•  stop  the  film  before  the  end  of  a  sequence  and  have  the  children  complete  the  ending 

•  discuss  each  of  the  sequences  to  see  how  the  order  of  the  images  changes  the  meaning 

•  using  the  photograph  sheets  supplied  with  this  guide,  or  photographs  collected  from  magazines,  or 
photographs  taken  by  the  children,  create  your  own  sequences  and  write  descriptions  of  them 

•  find  and  read  examples  of  stories  where  the  sequence  of  events  can  be  altered  to  make  a  completely 
new  story.  Have  children  write  their  own  versions. 
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BODY  TALKING 


What  are  you  saying 
with  your  arm  up  in  the  air? 

When  you  wave  to  a  friend 
when  she's  way  way  over  there? 

You  haven't  made  a  sound 
You  haven't  said  a  word 
But  you've  still  been  heard: 

That's  your  body  talking 
Isn't  that  shocking? 

Got  your  body  talking 
I  said,  how  absurd,  to  not  say  a  word  - 
and  still  be  heard. . . 

Saying  things  you  want  to  say  or 
maybe  things  you'd  like  to  hide  away 

That's  your  body  talking 

Watch  someone  else  - 
You  know  when  they're  sad 
You  can  tell  when  your  friends 
are  really  mad! 

Something  in  their  manner 
Something  in  their  eyes 
Those  kind  of  feelings 
You  can't  disguise: 

When  your  body's  talking 

Look  at  those  people 
waiting  for  a  train 
Look  again  carefully 
not  one  is  the  same 

Some  are  in  a  hurry 
Some  are  feeling  cold 
Some  are  feeling  quiet 
How  do  you  know? 

Because  their  bodies  are  talking 


Music  by:  Bruce  Ruddell 
Lyrics  by:  Bruce  Ruddell 
Don  White 
David  Peterson 
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Part  2 


BODY  TALKING 


Lyrics 


You  might  be  lonely  - 
feeling  left  out 

You  don't  feel  brave  enough  to  shout: 

"I  need  a  friend!" 

"I'm  really  O.K." 

So  you  shrug  your  shoulders 
and  you  turn  away... 

That ' s  your  body  talking 

I  might  be  happy 
feeling  just  great 
Running  down  the  sidewalk 
in  my  bright  red  cape 

Slipping  down  the  slide 
without  a  care. 

Spinning  through  the  playground 
with  a  certain  flair 

Well,  everybody  knows  I'm  as  happy  as  can  be  - 
I  don't  have  to  tell  them  -  they  can  see! 

My  body's  talking 
Isn't  that  shocking? 

Got  my  body  talking 

I  say,  how  absurd  -  to  not  say  a  word 
and  still  be  heard 

The  words  are  different 
Wherever  you  go 

but  the  language  of  body  -  everyone  knows: 

Yell  "No!"  with  a  fist 
Say  "Yes"  with  a  smile 
Whisper  love  with  a  kiss 
. . .that ' s  the  style 

When  your  body's  talking 

Saying  things  you  want  to  3ay 

or  maybe  things  you'd  like  to  hide  away 

That's  your  body  talking 

Saying  things  you  want  to  say 

or  maybe  things  you'd  like  to  hide  away 

That's  your  body  talking 
That's  your  body  talking 


END 
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THE  VISUAL  LITERACY  SERIES 

This  film  series  is  intended  to  help  children  explore  the  relation  between  words  and  images.  In  order  to 
describe  what  they  see,  children  need  to  understand  how  visual  images  convey  meaning.  Each  film  in 
the  series  illustrates  this  connection  in  a  different  way. 


HOW  CAN  CHILDREN  BE  HELPED  TO  DEVELOP  SKILLS  OF  VISUAL  LITERACY? 

If  we  view  a  film,  how  should  we  look  at  it,  or  interpret  its  meaning?  Children  must  look  carefully  at  the 
visuals  presented  in  order  to  determine  those  aspects  of  the  film  which  give  its  message  meaning.  They 
should  notice  the  colors,  the  textures,  the  light  and  the  dark  areas,  the  body  language  or  gestures,  the 
shapes  and  spaces,  the  visual  sequences.  All  of  these  features  contribute  to  the  film’s  meaning  -  the 
feelings,  impressions,  understandings,  ideas  one  gets  from  the  film. 


THE  VISUAL  LITERACY  SERIES  is  designed  specifically  for  this  purpose.  It  will  be  particularly  popular 
with  language  arts  teachers  and  librarians  for  stimulating: 


•  development  of  children’s  descriptive  language  abilities 

•  children's  ability  to  recognize  and  interpret  ideas,  attitudes  and  feelings  presented  visually 
«  children's  ability  to  use  a  variety  of  media  to  express  ideas 

•  creative  methods  of  communication 

•  understanding  of  the  basic  elements  of  a  story 


BODY  TALKING 


“Our  bodies  talk’’  is  the  message  of  this  film.  Presented  entirely  in  picture  and  song  it  is  intended  to  in¬ 
spire  and  stimulate  children  to  become  more  aware  of  their  bodies  as  'communicators’.  Posture,  gesture 
and  facial  expression  convey  messages;  arms,  hands,  faces,  feet  and  bodies  wave,  shuffle,  laugh  and 
grimace  in  a  range  of  emotions.  The  catchy  tune  (lyrics  are  provided)  tells  the  audience  what  to  look  for 
when  reading  a  person’s  body  language,  and  the  film  will  help  children,  including  the  disabled,  explore 
their  own  ways  of  communicating. 


Suggested  Uses 


•  encourage  children  to  talk  about  and  to  mime  actions,  letting  their  bodies  do  all  the  talking 

•  help  children  identify  possible  meanings  of  different  body  positions  and  gestures 

•  have  children  make  collages  of  body  language  pictures 

•  help  children  make  a  dictionary  of  body  language  using  pictures  and  photos  with  written  descriptions 

•  a  Music  Companion  is  available  from  the  distributor  which  consists  of  sheet  music  for  the  BODY 
TALKING  song  and  a  listening  cassette.  This  can  help  children  learn  and  practice  the  song. 
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A  SENSE  OF  TOUCH 


Soapsuds,  yellow  bananas,  soft  grass .  .  .  dozens  of  changing  images  show  how  children  respond  to 
touch.  The  audience  uses  powers  of  observation  to  identify  and  compare  a  variety  of  textures,  and  in 
doing  so  learns  to  touch,  smell  and  taste  by  using  their  eyes  and  ears.  The  lesson  is  that  if  we  stretch  the 
use  of  our  senses,  we  can  gain  more  information. 


Suggested  Uses 

•  have  children  collect  objects  with  different  textures  in  order  to  make  a  texture  collage 

•  have  children  make  mystery  touch  and  feel  boxes  to  share  with  other  class  members 

•  have  children  write  a  description  of  touch  sensations  they  have  enjoyed  (or  not  enjoyed) 

•  have  children  draw  or  paint  visual  representations  of  touch  words  in  order  to  visually  communicate 
meaning,  e.g.  sharp,  soft,  hot,  wet,  etc. 

•  talk  about  “onomatopoeia”  and  have  children  think  of  words  that  sound  like  their  meaning  -  crack, 
buzz,  cuckoo,  etc. 

•  starting  with  a  list  of  adjectives  that  describe  touch  or  sensation  like  sharp,  hot,  soft,  wet,  etc.  Have 
children  make  a  list  of  things  that  these  words  describe.  Do  the  reverse. 


SEQUENCE  AND  STORY 

This  film  takes  the  concepts  of  perception  and  communication  a  step  further.  It  shows  how  visual  and 
verbal  elements  are  assembled  into  a  story  and  how  the  order  of  these  elements  affects  the  message. 
Three  youngsters  take  a  collection  of  photographs  that  show  the  sequence  of  a  typical  school  day.  When 
they  rearrange  the  sequence  of  the  photos,  a  different  story  can  be  told.  It’s  a  great  demonstration  of  the 
dynamics  of  story  and  language  that  students  can  perform  on  their  own. 


Suggested  Uses 

•  stop  the  film  before  the  end  of  a  sequence  and  have  the  children  complete  the  ending 

•  discuss  each  of  the  sequences  to  see  how  the  order  of  the  images  changes  the  meaning 

•  using  the  photograph  sheets  supplied  with  this  guide,  or  photographs  collected  from  magazines,  or 
photographs  taken  by  the  children,  create  your  own  sequences  and  write  descriptions  of  them 

•  find  and  read  examples  of  stories  where  the  sequence  of  events  can  be  altered  to  make  a  completely 
new  story.  Have  children  write  their  own  versions. 
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